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From the Coordinator Upcoming Events

December completely snuck up on me this year. This fall was December 10

busier than normal with Bobwhite Bootcamp and a new research BQI Guided Youth Hunt,
project in addition to covey counts and Sunbelt Expo. Thank you Emanuel County
to those that stopped in to see us at the Expo. January 7

BQI Guided Youth Hunt,

The dry weather in October help us to get covey counts done this
Pulaski County

year and while we were concerned that the late drought would
impact cover and late brood success, it appears tlat late hatches January 1 4
were good and cover appears to be holding up well. BQI Guided Youth Hunt

We were excited to hostBobwhite Bootcamp in Albany. Bootcamp Turner County

is a 3-day training for new biologists working with Quail Forever January 16

and partners. Biologists from across the quail range were BQI Guided Youth Hunt,

introduced to all things quail including a covey count and Calhoun County

opportunities to help with our banding project. The UGA students January 28

and some of our staff spent several weeks checking traps on 5 of

our WMAs and placed bands and radio collars on quail to track BQI Guided Youth Hunt,
Bleckley County

their movement as part of a study looking at habitat usage and
management. February 11

BQI Guided Youth Hunt,

Our crew also hosted several workshops and field days overhe
Oglethorpe County

fall and we have some great events coming up over the next few
months, including 6 BQI youth quail hunts again this year . Many
thanks to the landowners and dog handlers that continue to allow
us to invade for a day each year. The kids greatly apprecite the
opportunity, and all involved have a good time.

In the last issue we welcomed Andrew Rhonemus to the team and
now we have to say goodbye for a time while he goes off for
training with the Georgia Air National Guard. We wish Andrew
the best of luck and look forward to having him back.

BQI youth hunt 2022
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We added another member to our QF team, John Emerson. John joins us in the Buena Vista office
and will be covering Harris, Talbot, Muscogee, Marion, Chattahoochee, Schley, Sumter, Webster,
Chattahoochee, Stewart, Quitman, Randolph and Clay counties. Welcome to John, we are glad to
have you on the team.

This month, we have a great article written by Private Lands biologist, Jesse Kamps(Louisville) on
qguail and native foods.

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact us. We would also love for you to
complete the DNR customer survey (http: /georgiawildlife.com/customer -satisfaction-survey) and
mention the Private Lands Program in the comments. Please feel free to share our newsletter with
others, and, if you would like to be placed on (or removed from) our email list, drop me or one of
our biologists an email.

| hope you all had a safe and happy Thanksgiving, and | wish you and your families a verymerry
Christmas and happy New Year!

Dallas dallas.ingram@dnr.ga.gov

MANAGEMENT TIPS

The new 2023 calendar is available. Contact your biologist or our central office, 229-420-1183, for
your copy.

Here is agreat article about improving upland hardwoods for deer and turkey with selective tree
removal and fire. https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.1142 . You can find
more papers on habitat managementfor deer and turkey there as well.

Mississippi State did some interesting research on the timing of fire and forage quality for deer.
You can find a good summary of that project on the national deer association page at
https://deerassociation.com/burn -outside-the-box-try -prescribed-fire -at-a-new-time - of-
year/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=02 -10-2022.

December

1 Continue with rotational disking, especially in areas with heavy cover or in areas that get wet
in late winter. Delay disking in areas that are lacking in good winter cover or that have large
amounts of beggarweed or partridge pea. These plants are critical late winter food sources.

91 Prepare firebreaks. Take advantage of good weather and begin burning in small blocks. If
hardwoods are an issue or you dondét have gooc
Donét forget your burn plan and per mit!

1 Continue monitoring your pines for beetle damage.

1 Flat mow areas with dense hardwood encroachment to improve control with burning .
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F

1 If you conducted growing season burns this year for wiregrass production, check for seed
and adjust timing, if necessary.

1 If you are missing sufficient escape or loafing cover, now is the time to begin planting
shrubs. If winter cover is lacking, consider planting waxmyrtle. Thickets should be about
12x12 ft in size or larger but not over 1600 square feet. Plant when there is sufficient
moisture. Deer and turkey also benefit greatly for the creation of these thickets.

1 Itis also time to begin planting mast producing trees for attracting wildlife.

1 Continue planting longleaf and other pines as moisture is available.

1 Fertilize fall food plots, as needed.

1 Continue supplemental feeding at 1-2 bu/ac/yr. Be sure to feed into cover to protect your
birds.

Janua ry

1 Now is a great time to review your management plan. We recommend updating your plan
every 3 years as conditions and management goals change. Contact your biologist to
schedule a site visit.

1 Continue rotational disking. Bottom plowing fields every 4 -5 years will improve the quality
of your brood fields too. Disking should be complete by mid- February.

1 Take soil samplesin fallow fields and food plots to determine if lime or fertilizer is needed.
Fallow fields should be treated just like food plots. The goal is to grow good cover and food
in both cases.

1 Finish preparing fire breaks for your dormant season burning. In areas lacking good escape
cover, delay burning i f possible. Cooper 6s
until then, we n eed to leave as much cover in place as possible.

1 Mow or roller -chop areas that have heavy hardwood encroachment before or after burning
to improve control of woody vegetation and improve ground cover.

1 Continue planting shrubs such as plum, waxmyrtle or hawthorn, mast producing trees, and
finish planting pines as moisture is available.

1 Continue supplemental feeding at 1-2 bu/ac/yr. This time of year is especially important.
Most of the ragweed is gone now and birds are having to hunt harder for food.

February

1 There is still a little time to complete rotational disking this month. It should be completed
before the weather warms up.

1 Take soil samples in fallow fields and food plots to determine if lime or fertilizer is needed
thisspri ng, i f you havendt already.

1 Avoid burning the first half of this month if quail are your goal. This month is the peak of
Cooper 6 s h awadstdies hasetshowmthat burning during early February can
dramatically increase mortality in bobwhites due t o Cooper és hawk pr

1 If you have young longleaf that need burning, watch for signs of candling in the next few

weeks. Longleaf typically begin to candle from mid-Feb to mid-March and during that time
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are highly susceptible to damage from fire. Plan on burning either before candling or after
the candles have hardened (set green needles).

1 Mow or roller -chop areas that have heavy hardwood encroachment before or after burning
to improve control of woody vegetation and improve ground cover. Avoid areas around
wetlands and ponds as many amphibians have moved into these areas for breeding.

1 Now is a great time to evaluate your winter cover. Winter mortality can make or break your
population. If cover is lacking, plant some thickets or plan to pla nt some food plots this year
and allow them to remain fallow next year to provide additional cover.

1 Continue planting shrubs such as plum, waxmyrtle or hawthorn, mast producing trees, and
pines.

1 Begin planning timber harvest for the dryer months.

1 Continue supplemental feeding. Remember to sow feed into cover to protect the birds. Jan
and Feb arewhen feeding is most important.

1 Begin draw down of impoundments/ponds for migrating shore birds. Take soil samples for
moist soil management now.

1 Begin preparations for nest predator trapping. Make sure your permit is up to date!

WILDLIFE FACTS AND HUNTING

We finished up covey counts for the year. The weather was muchmore cooperative than
normal, and we heardcoveys n ar eas wher e wduckhnahe pastdEventwdahdhe mu c h
late drought conditions, numbers appear to be steady or up from last year.

We are again placing quail harvest records at many of our WMAs. If you hunt a WMA, check
the kiosk for a card and drop box. This information is very important for our management efforts
and if you harvest a banded or collared bird, please be sure to report it.

December

1 Now is a good time to clean out and repair wood duck boxes in preparation for nesting. If
you are in an area with Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, you may want to alter your nest boxes
to accommodate them by creating an oval opening. Many Whistling ducks get stuck trying
to use Wood duck boxes.

1 Winter breeding frogs such as Chorus frogs and Spring Peepers have begun diing and
usually peak in January. Salamanders are also beginning to breed including the endangered
Flatwoods salamander. On rainy nights, they should begin moving to breeding ponds.

91 Bald eagles and some other birds of prey have begun nesting and shouldbegin hatching late
December.

1 Monarch fall migration winds down this month. Here in the Southeast, we have a small
population of overwintering monarchs and Journey North is asking for reports of winter
monarch observations. Visit https:/journeynorth.org/sightings  to report a monarch and
check out their webpage to learn how to identify a monarch and for other great monarch
information.
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T Dondt <cl| ean uBoptterfliébscasddunible lzegseety on leaf litter for protection. At

the end of summer, mated queen bumble bees burrow only an inch or two into the earth to

hibernate for winter. An extra thick layer of leaves is welcome protection from the elements.

There are other animals that also live in leaves: spiders, snails, worms, beetles, millipedes,

mites, and mored that support the chipmunks, turtles, birds, and amphibians that rely on

these insects for food. o Now you have a grec¢
1 North Atlanti c right whales have returned to their calving grounds off the Georgia and

Florida coasts.

January

1 Eagles continue nesting and hatchlings should begin to appear.

1 Winter -breeding frogs and salamanders are enjoying the abundance of rain and many frog
species can be heard calling with peak breeding occurring this month. Maintaining seasonal
wetlands greatly benefits amphibians. These areas are normally free from fish that prey on
eggs andlarvae.

1 Install and/or clean out wood duck boxes, bird houses, and purple martin gourds this
month. Wood ducks will begin nesting soon.

1 Old Christmas trees can be recycled by either sinking in a pond for fish structure or starting
a brush pile for cover.

February

1 Hawk migration peaks this month, so consider delaying your burning to leave plenty of
cover in place for your bobwhites.

1 Frogs and salamanders arebreeding, and studies have shown that winter burning in and
around the ponds and drains they use can be detrimental to their survival. Consider
delaying burning around these areas until late March or later, if possible, to reduce the
impacts on their populations.

FARM BILL UPDATES

EQIP application period for 202 3 closed last month. If you completed an application, you should
hear from one of our bi ol odlamingwillfneedtabeicdmplgteatiu h a v e

around late January.

If you have an EQIP contract with a wildlife focus and have completed practices, let your biologist
know so that we can get you certified for payment. 2020 EQIP contracts will need to be completed
by the end of December.
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PARTNER UPDATES

The West Central Georgia Rx Fire Initiative is taking applications. To apply visit
https://gatrees.org/fire -prevention-suppresson/cflrxfirecoop/ . If you are in one of the eligible
counties and need cost share assistance for burningpe sure to apply before December 3@. The
eligible counties include Chattahoochee, Harris, Macon, Marion, Muscogee, Schley, Talbot, and
Taylor. Pending grant approval Dooly, Stewart, Sumter, and Webster Counties could be eligible.

Quail Forever is hosting a Women on the Wing event in Calhoun county on Dec 911. This
event is already full and has a waiting list! Because of the tremendous interest,be on the look out
for more Womends events soon. I f you would be i

The Southwest GA QF chapter is holding its annual Georgia Quail Invitational on January 26-
28, 2023. This event is a huge fund raiserand has helped provide funding for habitat
management, youth shooting programs, and other great projects. For information visit
www.swgaquailforever.org or email quail@swgaquailforever.org.

February 24t is Bobwhite Day in Lee County. To celebrate, we are hosting arevening event
at Chehaw Park in Albany and will be featuring a couple of professional talks about quail research
and management. Stay tuned for more information.

The Southwest Georgia Prescibed Burn Association will be hosting a Learn and Burn in
Baker county in February and one in Terrell county in March. Details to follow.

If you are not a member of QF, check them out by visiting quailforever.org. There are some
great chapters across thestate, and more being added. Many chapters will be holding banquets
and fundraisers in the next few months, either virtually or in person. Money from the chapters can
be used to help fund management on public lands here in Georgia. Many chapters donateo the
GA/FL quail coalition. This money is held for each state to use as needed for quail management on
WMAs. These funds help get more habitat on the ground. There are also volunteer opportunities
for youth hunts, covey counts, and other eventsthrough the chapters. We look forward to working
with all our chapters this next year.

RESOURCES AND EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

The Private Lands Program will be hosting a Learn and Burn at Di-Lane WMA on March 17,
Registration will be announced soon.

Weather Out look
December 2022 - February 2023

According to the National Weather Servicebs (
likely to be warmer and dryer than normal this winter. This means that drought conditions
currently seen in much of Georgia are likely to persist through the winter
(https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/). As you prepare for burns this winter, please refer to the GFC
fire weather website to plan your burns (https://gatrees.org/fire -prevention -suppression/fire -
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weather/). T his weather pattern may present an opportunity to increase wildlife value on your
property by burning areas that would typically be too wet to burn in other years. As always get a
burn permit (https://gatrees.org/burn -permits -and-notifications/) and plan y our burning
carefully.
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MISCELLANEQOUS

Pl ease take a moment to fill out our Wewseck | a
this to help direct our program, make improvements and to show our successes and support to our
state office. Go to https://arcg.is/1GeLmO to take the quick survey. Thank you.

Trapped an interesting bird with extra toes!

The Bobwhite Quail license plate funds the Bobwhite Quail Initiative Program. Thank you to
everyone that has purchased atagand,i f you dondét have one,AN what ar

B10

Ly e

~ Support Wilalrife\“o‘, C‘
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Photos from recent events around the
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Do You Need to Plant for Bobwhite?

Jesse Kamps, BQI Biologist

Many folks are interested in the best way to increase the number of quail their property can hold. Often the
first thought is to increase the amount of food, more food should equal more quail. This often leads us to
wonder what should | plant? Generallglkis are seeking recommendations for the best food plot species to
plant. The desire is to add food by planting small plots in open areas or strips between pine rows. Other
times, landowners ask what native plant species they can plant that would bemehites. More times

than not the answer | give folks is nothing, yol
no benefit to planting cultivated food plot spec
to plant to baefit wildlife, but often there is adequate native vegetation already present that can be managec
to maximize bobwhite benefit with less input and effort.

On most forested tracts | visit there is already some component of native groundcover presevidiest p

food for bobwhites (beggarweeds, smallflower partridge pea, native lespedezas, butterfly peas, pigeon wing
fuzzybean, snoutbean, milkpea, native sunflowers, ragweed). These forbs not only provide seeds for adult
quail, but also forage forthemsct 6 s bobwhi te chicks depend on for
season grasses (broomsedge, little bluestem, Indian grass, splitbeard bluestem, purple threeawn, muhlygra
purple lovegrass) are often also present. These grasses providg selsstrate for bobwhites and important
food for insects.

When looking at most old field units | generally also find enough beneficial native vegetation to not require
planting. Most old fields in Georgia at least have ragweed, large flower pangedgand one or more

croton species in addition to broomsedge. This mix of species is a significant start toward quality bobwhite
habitat.

The key to managing existing vegetation is to first learn what species are beneficial and then how to proper!
stimuate those species and remove undesirable species. The most important plant groups for bobwhites ar
native warm season grasses, legumes and composites. Several useful publications are linked below that wi
help you learn how to ID plants on your propefBeneral recommendations for managing native vegetation

in woodland and old field habitats can be seen below.
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Photo 1 Nativelegumessuch as these can found in the thinned pine stands and are important for
supporting bobwhites and othe&ildlife of open pinewoodsClockwise from top leftViperina,Zornia
bracteata;Butterfly PeaClitoria mariang Pink FuzzybearStrophostyles umbellata

Pine Woodlands

f Thinning to abasalarea of maximun(?ft/acre, and preferablpwer (407 ft/acre) will provide the sunlight
neededor maximumdevelopment of nativgroundcoverldeally 4660% of the ground will be in sun at
noon.

1 Pine woodlands are best managed with prescribed fire egvyaear return interval. Burning every other
year or @ery third year, will remove duff, stimulate seed and insect producing vegetation and reduce
woody invasion. This will support a vegetation community consisting of a mix of warm season grasses
perennial forbs, and annual forbs and control invasion bywwards and wildling pines.

1 Where possible burning during the growing season (Late-8ply) will maximize stimulation of native
groundcover (especially in longleaf pine/wiregrass stands) and improve hardwood/wildling pine control

1 Invasive species shoulik controlled as soon as possible to prevent them from spreading, dominating
stands, and reducing diversity of native groundcover.
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Old Fields

)l
)l

There are two ways to maintain old fields in the appropriate vegetative condition using prescribed fire
rotatonal disking.

Burning old field units every other year, will remove duff, stimulate seed and insect producing
vegetation and reduce woody invasion. Prescribed fire in old field habitats will support a vegetation
community consisting of a mix of warm seagyrasses, perennial forbs, and annual forbs.

Like fire, disking will also help control woody invasion. Disking generally maintains a plant community
dominated by annual forbs, with little warm season grass or perennial forb coverage. Fields that are
annually disked generally lack sufficient grass fuels to carry a prescribed fire. Increasing the time
between disking from annually to 2 or 3 years can allow for an increase in grass and perennial forb
coverage and allow for the odd prescribed fire tahbevin in if you wish. Disking should be done

between November and February; this will stimulate ragweed and partridge pea. Disking at other time:
of year will stimulate undesirable and invasive weed species.

Invasive species should be controlled as sogoasible to prevent them from spreading, dominating
stands, and reducing diversity of native groundcover.

Additional References:

Field and Restoration Guide to Common Native Wat®eason Grasses of the Longleaf Pine Ecosystémnes
CenterPublication:

FieldGuideGrasses JonesCenter.pdf (nclongleaf.orq)

Field Guide to Common Legume Species of the Longleaf Pine Ecosysienes Center Publication:

legume quide.pdf (jonesctr.orqg)

Nonnative invasive plants of southern forests: a field guide for identification and contd8$FS:

Nonnative invasive plants of southern forests: a field quide for identification and control (usda.gov)

Forest Plants of the Southeast and their Wildlife Usdames Miller and Karl Miller.
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